
Specialty Substance Abuse Treatments' Share of All VA Health Care Spending 
Has Been Declining Since 1995
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Source: VA Health Economics Resource Center,   data were updated to 2002 dollars based on reports by Chen, S., Wagner, H. T., & Barnett, P.G. (2001). The effect 
of reforms on spending for veterans' substance abuse treatment, 1993-1999; and Chen, S., & Wagner, T. H. (2003). Spending for VA specialized substance abuse 
care: Recent evidence. HERC update.



VA Substance Abuse Treatment Funding Decreased by 47.5% from 1995 to 2002
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Source: VA Health Economics Resource Center,   data were updated to 2002 dollars based on reports by Chen, S., Wagner, H. T., & Barnett, P.G. (2001). The effect 
of reforms on spending for veterans' substance abuse treatment, 1993-1999; and Chen, S., & Wagner, T. H. (2003). Spending for VA specialized substance abuse 
care: Recent evidence. HERC update.



VA Health Care Spending Grew by $3.47 Billion (+21.7%) in Real Terms Over the Same Period 
that Substance Abuse Treatment Funding was reduced by $323 Million (-47.5%)
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Total Health Care Spending in the Department of Veterans Affairs

Department of Veterans Affairs Spending on Drug and Alcohol Treatment Programs

Source: VA Health Economics Resource Center,   data were updated to 2002 dollars based on reports by Chen, S., Wagner, H. T., & Barnett, P.G. (2001). The effect 
of reforms on spending for veterans' substance abuse treatment, 1993-1999; and Chen, S., & Wagner, T. H. (2003). Spending for VA specialized substance abuse 
care: Recent evidence. HERC update.
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